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Tree Ingredients: 
1 package (10 oz., about 40) marshmallows 
3 Tbsp. butter 
6 cups puffed rice cereal 
Green food coloring 
 
For the Icing and Decorations: 
2 cups confectionery (powdered) sugar 
1 1/2 tablespoons meringue powder 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
3 to 4 tablespoons water  
Green food coloring  
Miniature M&Ms candies 
Large or “confetti” sprinkles 
 
In a saucepan, melt butter over medium low heat.  Add 
marshmallows and stir until melted.  Stir in green food 
coloring (I used about 25 drops of liquid food coloring) and continue to stir until the marshmallows are 
completely melted and the color is fully incorporated.  Stir continually to avoid burning the 
marshmallows at the bottom of the pan.  (Alternatively, you can heat the butter and marshmallows in 
the microwave in a microwave-safe bowl for 3 minutes, stirring after 2, then mix in the food coloring.) 
 
Stir the cereal into the marshmallows and mix well with two spoons until all the cereal is coated.  Allow 
to cool for a minute before handling – it will be hot!   
 
Liberally spray your hands with a nonstick cooking spray.  Grab a handful of the cereal mixture and 
shape into a cone.  Allow to sit for a few minutes to continue cooling and to harden into shape while you 
make the icing.   
 
Combine the powdered sugar and meringue powder in a bowl with a fork.  Stir in the extract and water, 
starting with 3 tablespoons and increasing the amount of water until you reach a consistency that is still 
slightly thick but easily pourable.  Stir in green food coloring.   (If you make the icing ahead of time, 
simply cover bowl with plastic wrap until you’re ready to use it.   
 
Use a spoon to drizzle the icing over two or three cereal trees at a time, and sprinkle on some M&Ms 
and confetti sprinkles.  Place a yellow M&M at the top to represent a star, if desired.  Allow icing to dry.   
Store covered at room temperature for a few days or in the freezer for 6 weeks. Makes about 15 trees.   

     


